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112.533 Receipt and processing of complaints.— 

(1) Every law enforcement agency and correctional agency shall establish and put into operation 
a system for the receipt, investigation, and determination of complaints received by such 























































































































































Santa Rosa C unty Sheriff' : i 

agency from any person. 

(2) (a) A complaint filed against a law enforcement deputy or detention deputy with a law 
enforcement agency or correctional agency and all information obtained pursuant to the 
investigation by the agency of such complaint shall be confidential and exempt from the 
provisions of s. 119.07(1) until the investigation ceases to be active, or until the agency 
head or the agency head's designee provides written notice to the deputy who is the 
subject of the complaint, either personally or by mail, that the agency has either: 

1. Concluded the investigation with a finding not to proceed with disciplinary 
action or to file charges; or 

2. Concluded the investigation with a finding to proceed with disciplinary action or 
to file charges. 


Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, the deputy who is the subject of the 
complaint may review the complaint and all statements regardless of form made by 
the complainant and witnesses immediately prior to the beginning of the 
investigative interview. If a witness to a complaint is incarcerated in a correctional 
facility and may be under the supervision of, or have contact with, the deputy under 
investigation, only the names and written statements of the complainant and no 
incarcerated witnesses may be reviewed by the deputy under investigation 
immediately prior to the beginning of the investigative interview. 

(b) This subsection does not apply to any public record which is exempt from public 
disclosure pursuant to Fla. Stat. 119.07(3). For the purposes of this subsection, an 
investigation shall be considered active as long as it is continuing with a reasonable, 
good faith anticipation that an administrative finding will be made in the foreseeable 
future. An investigation shall be presumed to be inactive if no finding is made within 45 
days after the complaint is filed. 


(c) Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, the complaint and information shall be 
available to law enforcement agencies, correctional agencies, and state attorneys in the 
conduct of a lawful criminal investigation. 

(3) A law enforcement deputy or detention deputy has the right to review his or her official 
personnel file at any reasonable time under the supervision of the designated records custodian A 
law enforcement deputy or detention deputy may attach to the file a concise statement in response 
to any it^s included m the file identified by the deputy as derogatory, and copies of such items 
must be made available to the deputy. 


( ) Any person who is a participant m an internal investigation, including the complainant the 
subject of the investigation, the investigator conducting the investigation, and any witnesses in the 
investigation, who willfully discloses any information obtained pursuant to the agency's 
investigation, including, but not limited to, the identity of the deputy under investigation, the nature 
o he questions asked, information revealed, or documents furnished in connection with a 
con idential internal investigation of an agency, before such complaint, document, action, or 
proceeding becomes a public record as provided in this section commits a misdemeanor of the first 
de^ee, punishable as provided in F.S.S. 775.082 or F.S.S. 775.083. However, this subsection does 
not limit a law enforcement or detention deputy's ability to gain access to information under 
paragraph (2)(a). Additionally, a shenfF, police chief, or other head of a law enforcement agency or 
IS or her designee, is not precluded by this section from acknowledging the existence of a complaint 
and the tact that an investigation is underway. 
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Well, I must say that life really hasn't worked out like I thought it would That is not -iust 
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